Explanatory notes

The enclosed spreadsheet contains detailed information on all State aid measures for which there may be ongoing expenditure. 
Information in the spreadsheet has been sorted according to primary objective.

The following sectors are not covered by this exercise: agriculture and fisheries.  Nevertheless some schemes with horizontal objectives (e.g. R&D) in these sectors may be included in the spreadsheet.

A description of each column in the spreadsheet is provided below: 

(1) Title in original language
(2) Title in English

(3) Aid number given by the European Commission
(4) Aid number in national register and all previous aid numbers (r.g., following the renewal of a scheme)

(5) Expiry

In case of the schemes which have been abolished and those where all residual payments to aid beneficiaries have been completed, “Y” is put in this column.

(6) Co-financing

6a) Although Community funding itself is excluded, total State aid for each Member State include aid measures that are co-financed by Community funding. In order to identify which measures are co-financed and estimate how much such aid represents in relation to overall State aid, measure that are co-financed are indicated by “Y”.  

6b) In order to estimate the share of Community funding that can be considered as State aid as defined under Article (87)1 of the EC Treaty,  the percentage of national aid that is co-financed is indicated. For example, if a particular measure is co-financed by 75% Community funding and 25% national funding, then the figure “25” is inserted.
(7)
Duration of the measure
(8)        Sector 

Data refer to the sector to which the aid was exclusively earmarked at the time the aid was approved and not to the final beneficiaries of the aid. The sectoral classification is based largely on NACE
 at the two- or three-digit level. The selected categories used can be found in Annex II.

(9)
 Primary objective 

Data refer to the objective of the aid at the time the aid was approved and not to the final beneficiaries of the aid. For example, the primary objective of a scheme which, at the time the aid was approved, was exclusively earmarked for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) is aid for “SMEs. However, another scheme for which all aid was ultimately awarded to SMEs is not regarded as such if, at the time the aid was approved, the scheme was open to all enterprises. A full list of objectives can be found in Annex I. If an aid scheme has distinct parts with different primary objectives, e.g. a general economical development scheme may have R&D, employment and training objectives, separate entries are created for each distinguishable part.

(10)
Secondary objective 

A secondary objective is one for which, in addition to the primary objective, the aid was exclusively earmarked at the time the aid was approved. For example, a scheme for which the primary objective is R&D may have as a secondary objective SMEs if the aid was earmarked exclusively for SMEs. 
(11)
Assisted region(s)

Aid may, at the time of approval, be exclusively earmarked for a specific region or group of regions. Where appropriate, a distinction is made between the following categories: “A” denoting Article 87(3)a regions, “CT” denoting Article 87(3)c regions which are totally assisted at NUTS
 level II, “CP” denoting Article 87(3)c regions which are partially assisted at NUTS level II and “N” denoting non-assisted regions.

As the entire territory of Latvia has Article 87(3)a status all aid measures are automatically marked with “A”. 

(12)
Category of aid instrument(s)

Four categories are identified for this purpose. Each category is represented by the letter A, B, C, or D, followed either by the number 1 or 2, meaning respectively budgetary aid (i.e. aid provided through the central government budget) or tax relief (i.e. aid granted via the tax system), plus an A if the aid element is known; for example, C1A refers to the aid element (A) of a soft loan (C1). 

The first category (A) comprises aid that is transferred in full to the recipient. In other words, the aid element is equal to the capital value of aid. This first category has been subdivided into two groups depending on whether the aid was granted through the budget (A1) or through the tax or social security system (A2). Examples for A1A are grants, interest subsidies, guarantee fee subsidies.
Group B1. Equity participation in whatever form (including debt conversion). B1A represents the aid element.
Group C. The third category (C) covers transfers in which the aid element is the interest saved by the recipient during the period for which the capital transferred is at his disposal. The financial transfer takes the form of a soft loan (C1) or tax deferral (C2). The aid elements (C1A/C2A) in this category are much lower than the capital values of the transfers.

Group D1. The last category covers guarantees. The aid elements (D1A) are much lower than the nominal amounts guaranteed, since they correspond to the benefit which the recipient receives free of charge or at lower than market rate if a premium is paid to cover the risk. 

(13)
Description of aid instrument in national language

(14)
Type of aid 

A distinction is made between three categories: Scheme (S); Individual application of a scheme (IA); Ad hoc, i.e. individual aid awarded outside of a scheme (AH). 
 (15)
Expenditure

As a general rule, figures are expressed in terms of actual expenditure (or actual revenue foregone in the case of tax expenditure). 
Separate figures are provided for each aid instrument within a scheme or individual aid (e.g. grant, soft loans, etc.). For categories B, C and D both the total amount involved and the corresponding aid element (ending with a letter ‘A’) are indicated separately.
Expenditure figures cover all national aid measures including those that are co-financed. However, EU funding itself is not excluded from this column.
Figures are expressed in the national currency in application at the time of the reporting period. 
(16)
Remarks

Annex I List of primary and secondary objectives

Commerce, export

Culture and heritage conservation 
Employment
Energy 

Environment

Natural disasters 

Regional aid (not elsewhere classified)
Rescue, restructuring (and closure aid)
Research and development 

Risk capital 

Sectoral aid 
SME 

Training aid 

Annex II List of sectors

NACE
 code
Sector

	A
	Agriculture

	B 
	Fisheries

	C
	Mining and quarrying, oil and gas extraction

	10.1
	Coal

	D
	Manufacturing industry

	DA   
	Food products, tobacco

	17
	Textiles

	21
	Pulp and paper, publishing

	24
	Chemical and pharmaceutical industry

	24.7
	Man-made fibres

	27.1 
	Steel

	29
	Industrial machinery & equipment

	DL
	Electrical and optical equipment

	34.1
	Motor vehicles

	35.1
	Shipbuilding

	(Other D)
	Manufacturing not elsewhere classified (e.g. plastic, basic metals and minerals)

	E
	Electricity, gas and water supply

	F
	Construction

	G
	Wholesale and retail trade

	H
	Hotels and restaurants (Tourism)

	I
	Transport (unspecified)

	60
	Land transport and transport via pipelines

	60.1
	Railways

	61.1
	Maritime transport

	61.2
	Inland water transport

	62
	Air transport

	64.1
	Post

	64.2
	Telecommunications

	J
	Financial intermediation

	K
	Real estate, business activities, consultancy

	72
	Computer and related activities

	N
	Health

	92
	Recreational, cultural and sporting activities (including Media)

	(Serv)
	Services (in general)


� NACE Rev 1.1 is the Statistical classification of economic activities in the European Community. For full listing see http://europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/ramon/nace_rev1_1/nace_rev1_1_en.html


� NUTS is the nomenclature of territorial units for statistical purposes in the Community. For full listing, see http://europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/ramon/nuts/home_regions_en.html


� NACE Rev. 1.1 Statistical Classification of Economic Activities in the European Community. For full listing, http://europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/ramon/nace_rev1_1/nace_rev1_1_en.html








